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In presenting this informal history of the department of chemical 
engineering and applied chemistry at the University of Toronto, I would
like to have the reade1· imagine himself a gay, carefree engineering 
student at the University of Toronto al several time periods during the 
past eighty years ... 

let 11s start ill 1878 

I
N that year the Dominion of Cana
da was only eleven years old, and 

Toronto had been incorporated as a 
ciry for only 40 years. The city was 
primarily a marketing center for a 
rich agricuJcuraJ area and ended 
north of Bloor Street. Jarvis Street 
was tbe residential district. The con
struction of a city system of water
works had only recently been au
thorized. Timothy Eat-On had been 
in busines.s; for only ten years and 
Robert Simpson only half that rime. 
Beer cost 15 cents a gallon. 

Liberal arcs colleges had been in 
existence in Toronto for many years, 
the University College building be
ing some twenty years old. The first 
premier of Ontario, Sandford, had 
suggested that Toronto should have.: 
a college of technology and in 1871 
had persuaded the legislature co vote 
$50,000 for one. However a nC\.\ as-

sembly under Alexander i\ lackenzie 
in rhe following year postponed chis 
plan but did set up an evening school 
for teaching mechanics, drawing, and 
chemistry. 

I mention chis night school for 
laymen for two reasons. Two of its 
three teachers were J. Loudon and 
W. H. Ellis, both of whom were to 
play important roles in our lacer story. 
Also in the seventies there was con
siderable controversy regarding the 
propriety of a school teaching such 
practical subjects in association with 
liberal arts colleges already in exis
tence; now, eighty rears later, in a 
much more technical age, this con
troversy still rages. 

In 1877, however, just before we 
see our first student in classes, the 
legislative assembly again gave its 
sanction to the establishment of a 
School of Practical Science and the 
familiar S.P.S. or "littJe red school-

house" was set up south of University 
College, and at a respectable distance 
from it. 

The following year you are one of 
the first students in chis new building, 
beginning a three-year certificate 
course. There are six professors on 
Staff: 

H. I--L Croft, Professor of Chem
istry

E. J. Chapman, Professor of Miner
ology & Geology 

J. Loudon, Professor of Mathe
matics & ::-.:arnral Philosophy

R. R. '\Vrighc, Profe�-sor of Biolo
gy 

J. Galbraith, Professor of Engi
neering

\,V, H. Ellis, Assistant to the Pro
fessor of Chemistry. 

Actually the first four of these 
di,·ide tl;eir duties between S.P.S. 
and University College. Tn these ear
Iv da,·s Profe5-sor Galbraith is in 
charge of all engineering instruction 
but since there are only a few 
,tudents there is the closest contact 
between him and those fortunate to 
be in his classes. 

The courses offered at first are 

The present professional staff in 1he department of chemical engineering ul the University of Toronto ore: standing, left 10 
right-D. G. Andrews, W. F. Graydon, W. G. l\tacElhinney, R. E. Jervis, A. I. Johnson, R. W. J\tissen, and J. G. Breckenridge; 
seated-W. H. Burgess, W. II. Rapson, R. R. McLaughlin, S. andle1· and I. Jl. Spinner; absent-O. Trass. 
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